
South Harrison Township Elementary School District

January 3, 2022
Dear Parents/Guardians:

I hope you are all staying safe and well over our unexpected snow day. I am sorry to have to send yet
another COVID related update, however, after careful deliberations and consultation with key stakeholders, I have
decided to make the difficult decision to move our district to a half-day format from Tuesday, January 4, 2022
through Friday, January 7, 2022. I do not make this decision lightly, and we will continue to provide breakfast and
lunch daily to our Roadrunners for consumption at home.

Each day, students will be informed of the lunch item, and indicate to their homeroom teacher whether they
would like to order the lunch that day. Lunch will be a cold lunch option only for this week to ensure we can provide
enough breakfasts and lunches to all students in a timely fashion and for distribution by dismissal. For the first day
back, Tuesday, January 4, 2022 the cold lunch option will be a Pretzel Meal Bag which consists of the following: a
pretzel, cheese stick, a yogurt, a milk, and a juice. Breakfast will not be served in school tomorrow so that we avoid
longer unmasked periods in our classrooms until a more accurate sense of our community rate of spread can be
established this week. Students’ lunches and a bagged breakfast will be delivered to their homeroom to take home
daily. Lunch is provided for the day it is received, and breakfast is provided for the next morning and is meant to be
consumed prior to attending school. We will not be serving breakfast or lunch on site this week, but hope to return
to doing so in some format next week.

Below are the latest updates as we return to school Tuesday 1/4/2022:

- South Harrison Elementary School will follow a half-day schedule from Tuesday 1/4/2022
through Friday 1/7/2022. Arrival will be between 8:25-8:35am as usual, and dismissal will be
at 1:10pm. The YMCA program would continue to operate from the hours of 1:10pm-6pm daily.

- Only essential service providers will be permitted beyond the lobby of the building for the next two
weeks. Approved visitors would include vendors performing work at the school, first responders,
and other necessary guests. All meetings with parents, the community, and other outside
organizations will be held virtually while students are present on the school’s grounds during this
two week period.  This virtual format would not include meetings of the board of education.

- As stated prior to break, all clubs and activities both during and after school (including all use
of facilities by out of district groups and organizations) is canceled. The YMCA program is
the only entity that will continue to operate the next two weeks. We will decide as we approach that
date what next steps to take based on the data at that time.
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- As stated in our last update, the CDC has not yet applied the recently revised isolation and
quarantine timeframes for the general population to K-12 schools. Therefore, until CDC updates
school specific guidance, it is recommended that K-12 schools continue to follow
conventional isolation and quarantine timeframes (10-day isolation/exclusion; 7 or 10-day
quarantine/exclusion with and without negative testing). Watch for future updates as guidance may
change in the near future.

- We urge all parents and guardians to keep your children home if they are exhibiting any
signs or symptoms of illness.

I am sorry for the inconvenience, and we know this has been such a prolonged challenge for everyone. I
am calling a meeting of the district’s Pandemic Team this week to establish our plan moving forward, both in terms
of the rate of COVID spread, as well as the related staffing challenges we face. We are hopeful that by this coming
Monday we can restore a full day format with lunch consumed onsite in some format. We will be updating the
community again by Friday 1/7/2022 at the latest in terms of the district’s plans for next week. I wish you all a safe
and healthy New Year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Scott J. Hogan
Chief School Administrator
South Harrison Township School District
904 Mullica Hill Road
Harrisonville, NJ 08039
Phone: 856-769-0855
Fax: 856-769-5426
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